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COMMONWEALTH–STATE NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT ON HOMELESSNESS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [2.04 pm]: New funding 
available through the joint commonwealth–state National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness addresses 
homelessness in a sustainable way by intervening early so that fewer people become homeless, — 

The PRESIDENT: Order, minister. It is very hard to hear. I do not know whether I am alone in that observation. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Sorry—breaking the cycle of homelessness so fewer people remain in or re-enter 
homelessness, and improving and expanding the service system. In the Goldfields region, new funding totalling 
$612 500 a year has been allocated to employ an additional 4.5 full-time equivalent workers to address 
homelessness. The Australian Red Cross Society WA division will provide a housing support worker, mental 
health, 0.5 FTE, to assist people with a severe and persistent mental illness who are ready for discharge from 
inpatient units into long-term stable housing. The Australian Red Cross Society will provide a 0.5 FTE 
homelessness accommodation support worker in Kalgoorlie to provide support for people leaving specialist 
homelessness accommodation services to access long-term stable housing and to address a range of issues such 
as employment, health, financial management and social integration. A homelessness accommodation support 
worker, 0.5 FTE, will also be provided in Esperance. The department will undertake further consultation in 
Esperance regarding the development of this service.  

The Goldfields Women’s Refuge Association will provide a domestic violence outreach worker to support 
women and children experiencing domestic violence following removal of the perpetrator from the family home. 
This service will commence in July 2010.  

A remote assertive outreach team will be working in the Goldfields to help rough sleepers find and maintain 
stable accommodation and to access mainstream services in their local region. The team will be integrated with 
the new Indigenous Visitors’ Centre in Kalgoorlie, which will be funded by the Department of Housing. The 
Department for Child Protection will undertake further consultation in Kalgoorlie regarding the development of 
this service. In addition, the Department for Child Protection currently provides funding of $1.52 million a 
year—2009–10—through the joint commonwealth National Affordable Housing Agreement for six specialist 
homelessness accommodation and support services in the Goldfields region. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Linda Savage. 
 


